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a Thing which be thinks a valuable Confideration' for any ſuch Sum. 


L- ds Proteſt 
ys Againſt the 
MARRIAGE CONTRACT. 


In the Year M.DccxxxIm. 


THEREAS A. M. of the City of Dublin, in the Kingdom of tre- 
lad, Spinſter, chanced to fall into Company with T——s L—d O—, 

of the ingdom of Great Britain, about twelve Months ago, at a cer- 
V tain Aſſembly, where the playing at Queſtions and Commands was pro- 

ſed by certain evil-minded, and deſigning Perſons ; and whereas the ſaid T——s 
FEY 22 with the ſaid A. 24. at the Perſuaſion, and Inſtigation of 
the ſaid evil minded and deſigning Perſons, did then and there repeat the Words, 
uſed in the Ce ebration of Marr e, according to the Rites of the Church of 
England, purely in Obedience to the Command of the Perſon, who then took 
upon herſelf the Title of Queen; after which, the faid T—-—s L—-d 0——, 
and the ſaid A. M. were put to Bed together, in Preſence of ſeveral Witneiles, 
who then withdrew, and left them together; and whereas the ſaid A. A. has 
thereupon aſſumed to herſelf. the Title of Ly Q—=, and has recew'd the 


a 


Congratulations of her Acquaintance thereupon; he, the ſaid T=-—s L—d 9——, 
proteſts loudly againſt all the faid Proceedings as illegal, having never defign'd to 
take che laid 4. Ad. as his lawful Wife; what he then did, being meant only as 
a Frolick, and for his preſent Satisfaction, wherefore he conceives that the ſaid 4. . 
has no Right to take upon herſelf the Title of Ly 9——, or to make any De- 
mands upon him either of Due Benevolence, or Alimony, but that both he and the 
are at Liberty to pleaſe themſelves, and diſpoſe of their Perſons and Eſtates as 
before, notwithſtanding any thing that then and there paſſed between the ſaid 
T——s L—d 0—, and the d 4% | | 
. The faid 4 A. however, inſiſts upon the faid T——s L—d 0——'s coha- 
biring with her, as Man and Wife; which. he the ſaid 1—— L—d 0—— re- 
fuſing, the, the fard 1 A. inſiſts upon his paying her the Sum of 10,000 l. by 
way of Compenſation ; which Demand he, the ſaid T——s L—d 0 — does not 

hinfeif obliged to comply with, not having received from the ſaid A. AM. 


"Tis 


£43 


"Tis true, the ſaid T-—s L—d 0—— dognot deny but he was very deſirous 


of bedding with the ſaid A. MA. and he does not know but, in order to compaſs 
His faid Defire,” he might make her ſome extravagant Premiſes, and might even 
give thoſe Promiſes i Writing; but he humbly. conceives, that ſuch Pretaiſes 1 

not binding, but that he may be relieved againſt them, as well as in Caſe of Ex- 
tortion. For, ſuppoſe the ſaid T-—s L—d Q——, being in great Want of Money, 
ſhould borrow 10,000 Il. for one Year, and contract to pay 1000 J. for the Uſe 
thereof, the Law would make void ſuch Contract as Extortion, and taking Ad- 
vantage of his Neceſſities, without giving him a valuable Conſideration: The Caſe 
is the ſame here; the ſaid A. A. topk A vantage of the ſaid T——s L—d 0—-s 
Neceſſities, and drew him into a frindgfynt Bargain, with which he by no means 
thinks himſelf obliged to comply; not having received, from the ſaid A. AMA. what 
he conceives will, by any equitable Perſon, be deemed a valuable -Corſideration, 


as he before ohſerved. Fi er - 

The ＋ WI eſts thereforefaguinſt all ſuch Progedings, and 
hopes his Rote be allgw'd Bf and red; for {feral ſubſtantial and 
weighty Reaſons, which he flatters himſelf will be admitted as ſufficient for inva- 
lidating, ſetting aſide, annul.ing, and making void this pretended Marriage. 

Firſt, Tho' the ſaid T——s L<d Q——, and the ſaid A. M. did repeat the 
Words uſed in the Celebratior of Marringe:ac ding to the Church of Frgland, 
yet they were not repeated in a Church; nor had they any Licenſe for ſo doing, 
or any Prieſt to officiate, and perform the Ceremony as uſual, without which 


he-humbly conceives it cou*d.be.no Marriage. 5 

88575 The Wards wer , Fpeajed pf ra ludicrous manner, and N- 
tended in Earneſt, at feaſt” by Him the ſaid- 2 L—d 0 — and he.nty 
took Marriage for a Thing to be jeſted with in his Life, no more than Hanging. 

Thirdly, It would be a very dangerous Precedent, and and the Encouragement 
of ſuch Practices would have petbe lc Tendency to enſnare and trepan Man- 
kind into unequal Matches, tley knew where they were; wherefore he 
hopes that it will be maturely conſidered, and not be admitted as a Precedent in 
his Prejudice. 

Fourthly, It would be of the utmoſt ill Conſequence, if all the raſh Promiſes 
which a Man makes, when he is deſirous of enjoying a Woman, were 2 bind 
him to the Performance; at that Rate, there would not be a fine Geptigfian in 
Eng land, but who wou'd be marry'd and (tis to be fear d) very much bit 
Ill ; and what would be the Conſequence of that? Why the utter r ion 


. 


of all Wit, Humour, and Gallasiy; Which, tis to be hoped, will not hippen in 
S484 NHolduf E SS EY * , - C3 "7 f > & Arn a wa V Tat — 


„ ee ee 
For all theſe Reaſons, and ſundry others, not proper to be here recited, the 
aforciaid 1—— Lad O——, thinks fit to proteſt ( as he hereby doth) againſt 
all and ſingular the Proceedings of the aforeſaid A. M. and hopes his Proteſt 
wall_be recti e fold os oo bo PT ann wa rec 
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Cin cr the pretended Marriage of A. A. has made ſo much Noiſe in the 
LJ Town, I think myſelf obliged, in my own Vindication, to undeceive the World, 
and ſet that Affair in a true Lit. 77 
Mrs. A. M. of the City of Dublin, in the Kingdom of Jreland, having long be- 
held, with envics Eyes, the great Succeſs of her Countrymen, who come over in 
Shoals, to make their Fortune by Marriage in this 1 — ; and, being a Woman 
of a great Spirit, reſolved to try her Luck the ſame Way. e 
With this laudable Deſign ſhe took Ship for Cheſter, from whence ſhe ſteer d 
her Courſe directly to this great City (Which; like the Sea and the Gallows, refuſes 
none) where ſhe cauſed it to be given out, thar the was a young Lady of a good 
„ — — 5 DO Io IO 20, 477 
As ſhe is pretty agreeable in her Perſon, and has a good becoming Aſſurance, 


The did not want long for Gallants ; but none of them, as yet, were anſwerable 
Mt | WT | - Wo 


to her Expettations, or Ambition, when'Chance chrew her in my Way, at an Aſs 
{embly;. Where ſhe happen'd to be the faireſt in the Company. 
I Tisz an. old, and a true Saying, chat Faxcy paſſes Beauty; 10 it was with me at 
that Time: She was a new Face, tolerably willy, extraordinary merry, and very 
genterl; ſo chat, altogether, I thovglht I had never feen any thing more charming, 
and accordingly I made my Addeeifes to her (but not with any Defign of en- 
paging welt feriouſſy) which flätter A her Vanity very agreeably. | 
- -:1 net her after that ſeveral cſs different places, and, as I both liked her 
Perſony and her Company, 'uftd-often'ts ſingle her out from the reſt of the Ladies, 
und pay her mote than ordinaty Neſpeck; which I find ſhe interpreted as Love, 
and which, I ſuppoſe, made her form the Deſign ſhe has ſince pur in Execution, 
though, E hope to very lictte. purpoſ. | 
I was afterwards admitted as à Viſitant at her Lodgings, and cannot deny but 
1 fill” continued my Addreſſes to her, for I own I liked her very well, as a Mi- 
ſtreſs, though I was far” from any Defign of making her my Wie: In the mean 
while ſhe play'd her Cacds very artiu iy, ſometimes giving me Encouragement, and 
at other times keeping me at a Diſtance, till an Opportunity offer d of bringing 
aer Won wo be! ff Pt. | 
"What will not a Man do to rey the Fair Oi he admires ? The Reſervedneſs 
bf her Behaviour ſet my Soul on Fire, and before we had bedded, I believe 1 
ſhonld have eome to almoſt any Terms to have obtain'd her; this the cunning 
Gipſy perceived, to her great Joy, and managed Matters accordingly. 
It is eaſily to be believed, that L grew daily more and more prefling for Fmjoyment, 
but ſhe always ſtopt my Mouth by —_— me, As ſbon as T pleaſed, after the Man 
Black bad ſaid Grace, which I never ablolately refaſed, tho I conſtantly evaded it 
for che prefent, and put it off from Time to Time on divers Pretences. 
Thus did Things conxinue in a manner in the ſame Situation for ſome Months, 
ri Mrs. A. M. having prepared all Things ready for her Purpoſe, and got toge- 
ther a ſelect Company; who were all her entire Friends, it was propoled (after ſe- 
vera other Amuſements, wherewith they pretended to be tired) by one of the 
Company, who bore me no Good-will, to play at £ueſtions and Commands. | 
This was readily: agteed to by every Body; and it may reaſonably be mw 
rd that I did not oppoſe it, imagining it would give me an Opportunity of tak- 
ing ſeveral little Liberties, which 1 durft not have preſumed to take at another 
Time. The Company ſeem'd all in a very gay Humour, and inelinable to puſh 
any: Frolick that mould be propoſed as far as it wou'd bear; in which, as it 
fured moſt apreably with ny own Inclinations, I joined very readily ; little 
dreaming that there was a Sake in the Graſs, and that the whole was deſign'd 
as a. Plot upon me, ( I have ſince found) to trick me into a Marriage, to 
whictv they well knew, I ſhov'd never otherwiſe have conſented : And even 
now they have loft their Aim, (if I am not much miſtaken) as well as the fair 
Lully bas leſt what, I believe, had long becy a Burthen to her; but to proceed. 
After a Thouſand diverting Incidents, which raiſed us all to the higheſt Pitch 
of Gaiety, and threw me entirely off. my Guard, it comming to the Turn of a 
very frolickſome Lady to be Queen, and it being my Turn to be commanded, 
the order d me to take out 'Mrs. £ Af. and repeat with her the Words 
uſeck in the Celebration of Marriage, according to the Rites of the Church f — 


for after the Ceremony was repeated 


Phoo, | 
phoo, 


* 


[.6 3 


pboo, anſwers the Queen laughing, your leſs upon ber than $oOl. 
a Tear for à ſeparate Maintenance: if. need ſbaud be, Jo give ber a Note of | Hand. 
for 10, col. and that ſhall ſerve ill other Articles are drawn. Agreed, cry'd I 
laughing in my Turn). provided you will let us Bed afterwards : Ay, ay, ſaid 
they all, we will undrels her, and put her to Bed, whether ſhe will or no; 
and if you dont go to her and keep her there till you are ſatisty'd, it will 
be your own Fault. In troch will it, reply d I; ſo 1-ign'd a Note to her by 
the Name of A. O- — the Ladies we 117 as their Word, and put her 
to Bed; ſhe made but little Reſiſtance, for aſhion ſake; 1 haſten'd to her; 


In ſhort 1 was extremely well pleaſed with my Entertainment, little thinking 
ſhe would ever attempt to cook me up ſuch ſcur Sauce to it, as to force me ei- 
ther to ſwallow this ludicrous Farce as a real Marriage, or pay her the 10, ocol. 
for Aimom; as the is pleuſed to call it: vet this is the extravagant Attempt of 
the modeſt Mrs. A. M—d, how. far the Law will juſtify her therein, I leave 
any reaſonable Man to determine. is Rr I94 2 1840 55 

What encouraged her to make this Attempt, being, as 1 ſuppoſe, the Succeſs | 
Mrs. Elizabeth Leeſon has lately met with againſt the L- d Fitz-Maurice, who in my 
Opinion had very hard Uſage (tho' this is by no means 4 parallel Caſe) J ſhall 
take the 3 tho not. à Divine, to give my Thoughts concerning Marriage 
in general. %,, M B94 1 * 11 r 
Marriage in general is a voluntary Contract, between tWo Perſons of different 
Sexes, who are at Age to give :cach-: of them the Uſe and Dominion of their 
Bodies to each other, exc uſive of all others, and to live together faithfully till 
Death 1hall part them. Io make this Contract valid it muſt be according to 
the Form and Manner Eſtablith'd by the Laws of the reſpective Countries where- 
in che Parties live. Different Countries have different Ceremonies which are re- 
quired towards the making this Contract valid; the Jews have one Form, the 
Mabometans another, the Indiaus, and Chineſc another, and the Heathens another 
different from all the tee. eo Oi rh S421 77 ne 

Amongſt us, the Chriſtians of diſterent Denominations have likewiſe different 
Forms; the Papiſts have one Form; the Proteſtants another, and the Quakers 
= another, diſtinct from them all. But there is one Point wherein of 
them are agreed, and that is, that both Parties ſhould be of Age to Conſent, 
and are at Liberty to Conſent, and ſhould actually Conſent to we to each o- 
ther the Uſe and Dominion of each others Body, exc'uſive 0 all the World 
beſides, as long as they both ſhall live ; and that this Conſent muſt be expreſs d 
in the Words, and after the Form appointed by the Laws of the Countr 7. 

Moſt part of this, 1 own, Was done in our Caſe; there was a Conſent 
(ſuch as it was) and both Parties were of Age, and at Liberty to Conſent ; 
but then the Manner and: Form appointed by the Laws. of the Country, Was 
wanting, Mr. Tack 'em the Prieft was wanting, for which Reaſon, in my humble 
Opinion it could be no Marriage, as I don't doubt but Mrs. A. M—d will 
find to her Sorro- W.. 211100 . 

Beſides, there is, ſtill a; ſtronger Objection than any 1 have yet mention d; 
which is, that there was not Jo much as any Intention of Marriage, at leaſt 
on my fide, however | hearty Mrs. 4. M. might be for her. part : Nay, cou'd 
there any Truth be expected from her, after what has paſsed between us, I 
durſt even appeal to herſelf, whether ſhe did not know, nay, whether all the 
Company did not know, (tho? they are too much her Friends, and my Enemies, 
to own it) that there Was no Marriage intended on my Side? If I had really de- 
fign'd any ſuch Thing, 1 appeal to all the World, whether 1 ſhould have huddled up 
a Marriage in Hugger-mugger after ſuch a Manner; and whether 1 ſhould not have 
had the Ceremony perform'd by a Prieſt, after, the uſual Form? All this, I think, 
gw as clear, as the Sun at Noon-day, that the Whole was only deſign'd as a 
err e odd ONLY ot %% N. 3 
I muſt confeſs I have been to d ſince by ſome People, that 7is ill jeſting with Edę d 
Tools; and by others, of the graver Sort, that. I ſhould not Luder cum Sacris; how- 
ever, I can't help thinking, thas it would be puniſhing me a little too ſevere, to make 
rae commit Matrimom in Site of my Teeth, only for venturing to play about the * | 


* 


— 


— 


of it: Twould make a Man forſwear Ang ling, to be ferter'd down to the Side of 4 
Pond for Life, only for once fiſhing therein. 

Many a Man, and many a Woman, have been bit in Marriage, and have caught 
a Tartar, in marrying Perions who have pais'd in the World for People of Subſtance, 
when they have not been worth one Groat. Sometimes it has been a Bite on both 
Sides ; the Man has paſs'd for a Gentleman of a great Eſtate, and the Woman for a 
Lady of Fortune, when, in en they have been both Beggars, in which Caſe 
neither of them has been pitied, but have both been the Jeſt of the Publick : But 
ſtil! theſe Gentry have always been in Earneſt on both Sides, and, before the Bite 
was found out, would have been very ſorry not to have been ty'd as faſt as the 
Church cou'd tye them ; but never, I believe, before now, was it attempted to faſten 
a Wife upon a Man, at Cueſtions and Commands. The Lady, tis true, was very 
compliable, inſomuch that if I had been really marry'd, I cou'd not have had better 
Penmwort hs of her; but, it would be a very hard Cale, that, becauſe 7 had a Sample, 
I muſt be oblig d, whether I will or no, . take the whole Piece. 

Compulſion goes very much againſt the Grain with ali Mankind, even in the moſt 
trivial Matters; the Story of the Country Clown is not unnatural ; this Fellow be- 
ing ſent by his Maſter of an Errand to a Lord's, and the Nobleman ordering his 
Butler to take him into the Cellar, and make him drink; Maxz me drin? (lays 
the Ruſtick, not underſtanding his Lordihip's Meaning) 7 love Beer, as I love my 
Eyes, but yet never a Man in Eng and ſhall make me drink, whether I will or #0; and 
accordingly he would not be perſuaded to go into the Cellar. Even that Mirror of 
Knighthood, and Pink of Courteſy, Sir John Faiſtafj, being ask'd a Reaſon for ſome- 
thing by Prince Henn, te.ls the Prince: What ! Upon Compulſion, Hal? If Reaſons 
grew in as great Plenty as Black-berries, I wou'd nut give Thee One upon Compulſion. 

Beſides, if Women knew their own Intereſt, they never would defire to have a 
Man marry them by Compulſion; what can they expect from ſuch a Husband ? If 
even he who marrys for Love, finds it a difficult matter to anſwer his Wite's De- 
mands, what muſt ſhe look for who forces a Man into the Nooze ? What but un- 
comfortable Days, and loneſome Nights, perpetual Fetids, Jars, and Noiſe ? In ſhort, 
a lively Picture of Hell upon Earth: The Attempt therefore of tricking a Man into 
Marriage, upon any Account whatſoever, whether for Riches, or Grandeur, I look 
upon as a moſt raſh and deſperate Action, and can compare it to nothing ſo properly, 
as to a Woman's throwing herſelf into a Nunnery upon any little Diſguſt, and 
taking the Habit, which ſhe has no ſooner done irrevocably, chan ſhe would give 
one of her Eyes to be out again. | | : | 

I fay not this in hopes of prevailing with Mrs. A. AM. to lay aſide her Deſign; no, 
ler her purſue it as far as ſhe can; all that ſhe poſſibly can get by it (even ſhould 
ſhe gain her Ends, whereof I am not in the leaſt afraid) will be empty Honour, 
with real and continual Vexation and Anguiſh : Little leſs than mad muſt they be, 
who would chooſe ſuch a State of Life, upon any Conſideration whatſoever. 

To Conclude. The Man always has it in his Power to revenge himſelf ſeverely up 
on the Woman who tricks him into a Marriage againſt his Will; I could 
give divers Inſtances of the fatal Conſequences that attend ſuch Enterprizes, which 
inight ſerve as a Warning to the whole Sex, but I believe I have ſaid enough already 
to deter Mrs. A. MA. from proſecuting her Deſign any further, ſhe being now con- 
viriced of the Folly of tying a Knot by Force, and of the miſerable Life ſhe muſt 
live afterwards, ſhould the Marriage be confirm'd, | 


T. O. 
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